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the For
d 

Fo
un

da
tio

n for 
gu

ida
nc

e. Viso
r in

 
phi

lan
thr

opy
 at

 
her 

uni
ver

sity
, she 

turn
ed 

to
 

col
leag

ues
 iat nd

 
aca

dem
ic 

bac
kgr

oun
d in

 
phi

lan
thro

py!
 

Des
pite

 

lack
ing 

a 
supe

r only
 a 

han
dfu

l of
 

peo
ple

 on
 

the 
co

nti
ne

nt with
 

in
 

Sou
th 

Afr
ica

 

that
 

off
er 

cou
rse

s in
 

ph
ila

nth
rop

y, she hit 
a 

wal
l. 

a 
be

tte
r and just

 

wo
rld

. But 

whe
n 

She 
dec

ide
d to

 
lear

n 

mor
e 

abo
ut 

ph
ila

nth
rop

y and the role of
 

giv
ing

 

Str
eng

the
nin

g 

ph
ilan

thr
op

y in
 

Sou
the

rn 

Afr
ica

.' 

lns
pire

d by
 

thus
, 

Fo
un

da
tio

n, 

wh
ere

 one of
 

the 

pro
gra

mm
es she 

wo
rke

d on
 

was 

De
ve

lop
me

nt 

food
 and land
, and 

car
ing

 for 

the sick
 

and 

eld
erl

y 

len
din

g 

you?
 And who 

su
pp

ort
s you in

 
tim

es of
 

nee
d? 

to
 

adv
anc

e 

ma
nk

ind
. Who are you
r 

lov
ed 

one
s? Who can 

cou
nt on

 

ant
rop

os'
 

(hu
ma

nk
ind

), 

me
ani

ng
 the love
 for 

oth
ers

 and the wish
 

so
cie

tie
s, seen

 

thr
ou

gh
 

acts
 like
 was 

in
gr

ain
ed

 in
 

Af
ric

an 

Thi
s 

cu
ltu

re of
 

giv
ing

 

nec
ts all 

hu
m

an
ity

. 

ph
ilo

sop
hic

all
y; 'the

 

be
lie

fin
 a 

un
ive

rsa
l 

bon
d 

ofs
ha

rin
g that

 con 

peo
ple

' or
 I am
 

bec
aus

e w
e 

are
.'ln

 

Xh
osa

, it is
 

usu
ally

 

me
ant

 

mor
e 

oth
er.

 
ev

ide
nt as

 
co

m
m

un
itie

s and 

ex
ten

de
d 

fam
ilie

s 

too
k care

 of
 

eac
h car
ing

 for the sick
 and 

eld
erl

y. The 

con
cep

t of
 

co
lle

cti
ve

 

care
 was 

thr
oug

h acts
 like 

len
din

g 

eq
uip

me
nt,

 

sha
rin

g food
 and land
, and This

 

cul
tur

e of
 

giv
ing

 was 

ing
rai

ned
 in

 
Afr

ica
n 

soc
iet

ies
, seen
 

go
 

to
 

ho
spi

tal
; she 

rec
alls

. 

ers and 

tho
se in

 
nee

d. Lik
e 

a 
ne

igh
bo

ur who nee
ds food

 or
 

has to
 

com
mu

nit
y. In

 
her 

par
ent

's 

hou
se, they

 

we
lco

me
d 

stra
ng 

wha
t gets
 

fun
de

d, and how the 
im

pa
ct and 

val
ue are 

m
ea

su
re

d. 

tain
 

wo
rld

vie
w 

wh
ich

 

de
te

rm
in

es
 

who 

co
nt

ro
ls the 

mo
ne

v, 

de
cid

es sys
tem

s they
 use. A

s 
you 

in
co

rp
or

ate
 

tho
se,

 you also
 

im
po

rta
 cer 

the US. You loo
k at

 
the 

hi
er

ar
ch

ic
al

 and 

bu
re

au
cr

at
ic

 

mo
de

ls and thr
op

ic 

fo
un

da
tio

n,
 

they
 

oft
en

 

loo
k to

 
mo

de
ls from

 

Eu
rop

e 

an
d/o

r 

ised
 

tha
t 

whe
n 

so
me

on
e in

 
So

uth
 

Af
ric

a 

wa
nts

 to
 

es
tab

lis
h 

a 
ph

ila
n This

 has 
im

pli
ca

tio
ns

 for 

A
 

Afr 

tn
 

do
na

io
ns

 
from

 

afl
ue

nt 

aro
un

d 
tio

ns,
 

wit
h 

a 
for

ma
l and 

bu
re

au
cr

ati
c 

top
-d

ow
n 

ap
pr

oa
ch

. 

by
 

M
arl

ies
 

Pilo
n 

co
nti

ne
nt can 

gro
w the
ir own 

inc
lus

ive
 

de
ve

lop
me

nt.
 

ins
tea

d of
 

fo
rei

gn
 

fu
nd

ers
, 

co
m

m
un

iti
es

 and 

or
ga

ni
sa

tio
ns

 on
 

the 

Af
ric

an
 

ag
en

cy
, 

ow
ne

rsh
ip and 

tru
st.

 B
y 

bei
ng 

ac
co

un
tab

le 

to
 

the
ir 

co
ns

tit
ue

nc
ies

 

co
m

m
un

iti
es

 and 

or
ga

ni
sa

tio
ns

 are at
 

the 

he
art

 of
 a 

mo
de

l tha
t 

em
br

ac
es

 

of
 

Af
ric

an
 

re
se

ar
ch

er
s and 

pr
ac

tit
io

ne
rs 

is
 

ref
ram

ing
 the 

na
rra

tiv
e so

 
the 

ev
ery

da
y 

giv
ing

 

tha
t is

 
em

be
dd

ed
 in

 
Af

ric
an 

cu
ltu

res
. 

A
 

new 

ge
ne

ra
tio

n The 

W
est

ern
 

na
rra

tiv
e on

 

ph
ila

nth
ro

py
 

doe
s not 

rhy
me

 

wit
h the 

rea
lity

 of
 

THE
 

GIF
T 

TH
AT

 

KE
EP

S O
N

 

GI
VI

NG
 

CO
M

M
U

N
IT

Y
PH

IT
H

RO
PY

 I
N

 
AF

RI
CA

; 

C
O

M
M

U
N

IT
Y

 
GI

VI
NG

 

sed in
 

the 
str

eet
s. 

I 

was 

rais
ed i

n a 

cu
ltu

re oi
 

3h
e 

ex
pe

rie
nc

e 

ph
lan

thr
op

y as
 a 

feld
 of

 
stud

y. The wor
d 

itse
lf is

 
imp

orte
d and not 

Tw
ent

y 

yea
rs ago

, not 
a 

sin
gle

 

un
ive

rsi
ty 

in
 

Afr
ica 

ofe
red

 
yet 

the
re wer

e 

Stu
die

s at
 

the 

Un
ive

rsi
ty.

 She late
r Aft

er 

co
mp

let
ing

 

high
 

sch
ool

, 

Ma
hom

ed 

pur
sue

d 

a 
deg

ree
 in

 

e 
sea

rch
ed for 

un
ive

rsi
tie

s 

er
 

join
ed the Ford 

eq
uip

me
nt,

 
sha

rin
g 

thro
py 

is
 a 

co
mb

ina
tio

n of
 

the 

Gre
ek 

wo
rds 

'ph
ilo

s' 

(lo
vin

g) and 

lts 
ph

ilo
sop

hy
 

feel
s very
 

sim
ilar

 to
 

that
 of

 
ph

ilan
thr

op
y. 

Phi
lan

 

ngu
mu

ntu
 

ng
ab

an
tu,

' 

me
ani

ng
 'a

 
per

son
 is

 a 
per

son
 

thr
oug

h oth
er 

ca
 

gift
ed the 

wo
rld 

is
 

Ub
un

tu.
 It's par
t of

 
the Zulu

 

phr
ase

 

'um
un

tu Nex
t to

 
saf

ari
 and 

hak
una

 

ma
tata

, the mos
t 

fam
ous

 

wor
d Afr
i 

Ma
ho

me
d 

wi
tne

sse
d the 

spi
rit of

 
ph

ila
nth

ro
py

 in
 

her 

sa
 

you
ng girl

 

gro
wi

ng
 up

 
in

 
Jo

ha
nn

esb
urg

, 

Ha
lim

a 

oth
er 

form
s of

 
giv

ing
. 

Ma
ho

me
d real

 

in
di

vi
du

als
 or

 
co

rp
or

a 

Sou
th 

Af
ric

a, she 

no
tic

ed
 

sta
rk 

dif
fer

en
ce

s 

be
tw

een
 

W
est

ern
 and 

ches
 to

 
giv

ing
. In

 
the 

We
st, 

ph
ila

nth
ro

py
 

rev
olv

ed Th
rou

gh her 

res
ear

ch on
 

ph
ila

nth
ro

py
 and 

soc
ial

 

jus
tic

e in
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at
 

the Lilly
 

Fam
ily 

Sch
ool

 of
 

Ph
ilan

thr
op

y. 

flow
s that
 are 

no
rm

all
y nof as

 
vis

ibl
e. It

 
was 

cre
ate

d b
y 

Una 

Os
ili, 

As
soc

iat
e 

Dea
n for 

Re
sea

rch
 and 

Int
ern

ati
on

al 

Pro
gra

ms
 

cro
ss-

bo
rd

er 

giv
ing

. It
 

puts
 on

 
the map new kin

ds of
 

mon
ey 

ph
ila

nth
rop

y and the lack
 of

 
kn

ow
led

ge abo
ut the 

sco
pe of

 

pro
jec

t. It
 

bri
dg

es the gap 

bet
we

en an
 

inc
rea

sin
g need

 for 

was 

of
 

int
ern

ati
on

al,
 n

 
co

m
m

un
iti

es
 in

 
es

tab
lis

hi
ng

 

the
ir 

en
do

w
m

en
ts.

 

na
tio

na
l, and 

loc
al 

re
so

ur
ce

s. 

KCD
F 

eve
n 

ass
SD

 

nen
t. 

Som
e 

beg
an with

 

int
ern

ati
on

al 

fun
din

g but now hav
e 

a 
ble

e 

Fo
un

da
tio

n 

(KC
DF)

 

dri
vin

g 

pro
gre

ss 

tow
ard

s 

a 
mor

e 

eq
uit

ab
le con 

thro
py 

Ne
two

rk 

(AP
N), and the 

Ken
ya 

Co
mm

un
ity

 

De
ve

lop
me

nt 

"We hav
e 

Af
ric

an 

ins
titu

tio
ns

 

like 
Tr

us
tA

fri
ca

, 

Af
ric

a 

Ph
ilan

 

sig
nif

ica
nt 

f 
ples

 

beh
ind

 its 
all

oc
ati

on
. Afr

ica
 lies not in

 
inc

rea
sin

g the 
am

ou
nt of

 
mo

ney
, but in

 
the pr

 

thro
ugh

 

ph
ila

nth
rop

y. The key to
 

ins
titu

tio
na

lis
ed

 

ph
ila

nth
rop

y 

on
 

the 
co

nti
ne

nt,
 

su
pp

ort
ing

 our 
pri

ori
tie

s 

Ma
ho

me
d: It's

 
im

po
rta

nt to
 

rec
og

nis
e that
 

the
re is

 
alr

ead
y 

neg
ativ

e 
ste

reo
typ

es.
 sta

ff, and how they
 are 

spe
ndi

ng 

res
ou

rce
s, that

 

ofte
n 

rei
nfo

rce
 

com
mu

nit
y 

per
cei

ves
 in

 
the 

life
sty

les
 of

 
the NGO 

lea
der

shi
p and 

of
 

res
ou

rce
s and 

cor
rup

tio
n, 

it 
wou

ld 

dep
end

 on
 

the 
att

itu
de 

of
 

the loc
al NGO 

if
 a 

co
mm

un
ity

 is
 

wi
llin

g to
 

co
ntr

ibu
te.

 It
 

is
 

wha
t the 'Be

cau
se the
re is

 
still

 so
 

muc
h 

dis
tru

st 

aro
und

 the 
ma

nag
em

ent
 

fun
din

g 

ofte
n face

 

cre
dib

ilit
y 

ch
all

en
ge

s. The
y are 

acc
ou

nta
ble

 to
 

Loc
al 

or
ga

nis
ati

on
s and civi
l 

soc
iet

ies
 

rely
ing

 on
 

for
eig

n 

fo
un

da
tio

ns
 

can
no

t 
rep

lic
ate

. 
ac

co
un

tab
ilit

y, 

wh
ich

 

for
eig

n aid 
or

ga
nis

ati
on

s and 

ph
ila

nth
rop

 bed
ded

 in
 

soc
ial 

rel
ati

on
sh

ips
. 

The
se 

form
s 

fos
ter 

age
ncy

, 

tru
st, 

a 

Sen
ega

l, 

sho
ws that

 
eve

ryd
ay form

s of
 

Af
rica

n 

giv
ing

 are 
dee

ply
 e 

Re
sea

rch
 by

 
Ma

ho
me

d, 

in
 

co
lla

bo
rat

ion
 

with
 

Tr
us

tA
fri

ca
 in

 

Sam
uel

s sees
 is

 
com

mu
nit

y 

ph
ila

nth
rop

y 

sup
po

rtin
g loca

l 

NGO
S. va
lid

ati
ng

 the 
mu

ltit
ud

e of
 

eve
ryd

ay 

pra
cti

ces
 of

 
giv

ing
 

that
 are 

alre
ady

 

pre
sen

t, 

str
en

gth
en

ing
 each
 

hor
se with

 bad 

bre
ath

). 

A
 

gift
 is

 
nev

er 

rea
lly just

 a
 

gift 

is
 

gif
ted

 to
 

you 

(ev
en 

if
 

tha
t 

me
ans

 you are now the 

ow
ner

 of
 a 

sick
 

Sy
ste

m.
 

in
 

glo
bal

 

ph
ila

nth
rop

y, ther
e is

 
an

 
op

po
rtu

nit
y to

 
ch

all
en

ge
 the Glo

bal 

No
rth.

 

With
 

Af
rica

ns now 
hol

din
g 

inf
lue

nti
al 

po
siti

on
s 

the 
nee

ds of
 

peo
ple

, 

rat
her

 

than
 the 

int
ere

sts
 of

 
co

un
tri

es
 in

 
the 

Pre
ser

vin
g 

ide
as,

 

va
lue

s, and 

rea
liti

es
. 

Un
fo

rtu
na

tel
y, the
se 

req
uir

em
en

ts ofte
n 

ov
erl

oo
k the
ir 

in
te

rm
ed

ia
rie

s 
co

m
m

un
itie

s and loc
al 

ac
tiv

ist
s due to

 
bu

re
au

cr
ati

c 

pro
ce

sse
s and sis
tan

ce 

is
 

ofte
n 

ine
ffi

cie
nt.

 

Onl
y ten 

pe
rce

nt 

rea
che

s the 
int

en
de

d 

to
 

dec
ide

 

how 

to
 

use it. In
 

co
nt

ra
st,

 

in
te

rn
at

io
na

l 

de
ve

lo
pm

en
t as

 

rem
itta

nc
es go

 
dir

ect
ly to

 
rur

al 

fam
ilie

s who hav
e the 

au
ton

om
y 

but the 
imp

act
 it has on

 
peo

ple
's 

live
s. 

form
, is

 
giv

ing
 

with
 

lov
e.' gua

ge to
 

our 
Af

rica
n 

form
s of

 
giv

ing
 

bec
aus

e all 
giv

ing
, in

 
wh

ate
ver

 

qu
est

ion
, is

 
it a 

duty
 or

 
is

 
it 

bein
g 

ph
ila

nth
rop

ic?
 W

e 
are 

giv
ing

 lan back
 

wh
ile 

ad
va

nc
ing

 

you
r 

car
eer

. You have
 to

 
hel

p. This
 

rais
es the just

 as
 

they
 

gave
 to

 
you.

 In
 

oth
er 

wo
rds

, you have
 to

 
look

 and give
 you com

e from
 an

 
ex

ten
de

d 

fam
ily that

 

exp
ect

s you to
 

give
 

bac
k, 

'But
 as

 a 
bla

ck 

per
son

, you can
't 

thin
k 

alo
ng tho
se line

s 

bec
aus

e the
ir 

pri
vil

eg
e. gra

nn
y' You

r 

wh
ite 

fri
en

ds will
 

plan
 

the
ir 

fut
ure

s in
 

the 
co

nte
xt of

 

ver
sity

 

with
 

fin
an

cia
l help
 

from
 the 

wh
ole

 

co
mm

un
ity

 or
 a 

'su
per

 

of
 

Bla
ck Tax

' in
 

Sou
th 

Af
rica

. 

Im
ag

ine
 you have
 just
 

fin
ish

ed uni 

Sh
au

n 
Sa

m
ue

ls 

de
ve

lop
me

nt 
to

 
Afr

ica.
 

pr
es

en
ted

 as
 

an
 

act of
 

kin
dn

es
s, 

pr
ov

idi
ng

 

ec
on

om
ic and 

soc
ial 

ten
de

nc
ies

 of
 

int
erm

ati
on

al 

de
ve

lop
me

nt.
 Aid has 

tra
dit

ion
all

y been
 

cu
rre

nt 

glo
bal

 

tri
bu

te 
dir

ect
 

inv
es

tm
en

t (FD
I) by

 
thr

ee 

tim
es (UN 

202
0). bin

ed 

am
oun

t of
 

off
icia

l 

de
ve

lop
me

nt 

ass
ist

an
ce

 

(OD
A) and 

for
eig

n (W
orl

d 

Ban
k 

202
2). 

Glo
bal

 

rem
itt

an
ce

s in
 

202
0o 

ex
ce

ed
ed

 the com Za
mb

ia, this
 can mak

e up
 

nea
rly

 

thi
rty

 

pe
rce

nt of
 

the 
na

tio
na

l GDP 

e 

mos
t 

im
pa

ctf
ul 

ou
tco

me
 in

 
and bui

lds
 

trus
t and 

glu
es 

co
mm

un
itie

s 

tog
eth

er,
 he

 
say

s. 

Tha
t is

 
the The

re is
 

an
 

ele
me

nt of
 

rec
ipr

oc
ity

 in
 

the sort
 of

 
giv

ing
 that
 

1 
and of

 
itse

lf. H
e 

hig
hli

gh
ts un

de
rst

an
d 

Af
rica

n 

giv
ing

 

thr
ou

gh
 the lens
 of

 
rec

ipr
oc

ity
. 

un
fai

rne
ss?

 

Wh
at 

mo
tiv

ate
s 

giv
ing

? 

Sam
uel

s says
 it is

 
im

po
rta

nt 

to
 

fic
ien

t? ls
 

ph
ila

nth
ro

py
 

me
rely

 a 
tem

po
rar

y 

so
lut

ion
 to

 
sys

tem
ic soc
ieta

l 

it 
cou

ld hav
e 

a 
gre

ate
r 

im
pac

t and 

val
ue if

 
ap

pro
ac

he
d 

dif
fer

en
tly

. etie
s. 

Wh
ile she 

do
esn

't 

dis
cre

dit
 

off
ici

al 

ph
ila

nth
ro

py
, she 

bel
iev

es fac
tor

s 

pa
rad

ox
ica

lly
 

hin
der

 its goa
l of

 
cre

ati
ng

 

mor
e 

inc
rea

sin
gly

 
com

ple
x. ong

oin
g 

ex
plo

ita
tio

n of
 

nat
ura

l 

res
ou

rce
s, the 

sit
ua

tio
n 

bec
om

es 

ence
 of

 
Ch

ina
, 

Ru
ssia

, and 
far

-ri
gh

t 

mo
ve

me
nts

. 

Co
up

led
 Eu

rop
e and the U

S is
 

un
de

rm
ine

d by
 

Bre
xit

 

and tne 
gro

wn
8 

n dow
n on

 
civi

c 

spa
ce and 

de
mo

cra
tic

 
ins

tit
uti

on
s. The 

leg
itim

acy
 o

f 

Jea
der

s to
 

dis
mi

ss them
 as

 
W

est
ern

 

m
ou

thp
iec

es
, 

lea
din

g to
 a 

crac
k 

stro
ng civi

l 
soc

iety
. 

to
 

the
ir 

loy
al 

fol
low

ing
, they

 can 

reb
uil

d 

tru
st and 

cre
dib

ilit
y for 

a 

acc
ou

nta
ble

. 

Wh
en loca

l 

NGo
s are 

roo
ted

 in
 

pla
ce and 

acc
ou

nta
ble

 ing 
pro

act
ive

 in
 

dem
and

ing
 

righ
ts and 

ho
ldi

ng
 

loca
l 

tim
e, 

ski
lls,

 

vo
lun

tee
rin

g, 

ne
tw

ork
s, and 

trus
t." the

ir 

ex
isti

ng
 

res
ou

rce
s to

 
tac

kle
 

the
ir 

ch
all

en
ge

s, 

inc
lud

ing
 

mo
ney

, oth
er 

han
d, is

 a 
gam

e 

cha
ng

er.
 lt 

en
co

ura
ge

s 

co
mm

un
itie

s to
 

util
ise

 nity
 for 

sel
f-d

riv
en

 

dev
elo

pm
ent

. 

Co
mm

un
ity

 

ph
ila

nth
rop

y, on
 

the 

cri
tic

all
y 

ex
am

ine
s the 

dy
na

mi
cs 

of
 

pri
vil

eg
e, 

pow
er, and 

age
ncy

 

of
 

her tim
e to

 
ex

plo
rin

g the 
var

iou
s 

Af
ric

an 

giv
ing

 

tra
dit

ion
s. She Be

sid
es 

ten
din

g to
 

her two 

you
ng 

ch
ild

ren
, she 

de
dic

ate
s 

muc
h 

Ha
lim

a 
Ma

ho
me

d 

co
ns

tit
ue

nc
ie

s.
 tio
nal

 
ph

ila
nth

ro
py

 in
g the 

sig
nii

ca
nc

e of
 

eve
ryd

ay acts
 of

 
giv

ing
. 

"The
 role
 of

 
ins

titu
 

is
 

to
 

be
 

in
 

ser
vic

e of
 

the 

age
ncy

 of
 

jus
tic

e-b
as

ed
 

form
s of

 
ins

titu
tio

na
lis

ed
 

Afr
ica

n 

ph
ila

nth
rop

y, whi
le also

 
rec

ogn
is fos

ter
 a 

dee
per

 

co
mp

reh
en

sio
n of

 
both

 the 
exi

stin
g and 

po
ten

tia
l 

that
 

em
bra

ce the 
no

tio
ns of

 
tru

st and 

so
lid

ari
ty.

 

The
ir goal

 is
 

to
 

log
eth

er,
 

they
 are 

sha
pin

g new 

na
rra

tiv
es

 on
 

Af
rica

n 

giv
ing

 

fou
nd

ati
on

s to
 

inf
orm

 

the
ir 

pro
gra

mm
ing

 
eff

ect
ive

ly.
 

a 
deep

 

un
de

rst
an

din
g of

 
loc

al 

co
mm

un
itie

s are key for 
co

mm
un

ity
 

to
 

lev
era

ge the
ir 

res
ou

rce
s for 

sus
tai

na
ble

 

dev
elo

pm
ent

. 

Tru
st and 

rig
hts

 and the
ir 

co
lle

cti
ve

 

pow
er. loc

al 

issu
es.

 

Th
rou

gh
 this
 

pro
ces

s, they
 

bec
om

ne mor
e 

aw
are

 of
 

the
ir 

com
mu

nit
y 

ph
ila

nth
rop

y 

brin
g 

com
mu

nit
ies

 

tog
eth

er to
 

add
res

s 

of
 

sol
ida

rity
, 

ow
ner

shi
p and 

tru
st. 

Co
mm

un
ity

 

fou
nd

ati
on

s and 

to
 

the 

cur
ren

t 

off
icia

l 

giv
ing

 

sys
tem

 by
 

inf
usi

ng
 it 

wit
h 

no
tio

ns This
 way,
 

Afr
ica

n 

ph
ilan

thr
op

y has the 
po

ten
tia

l to
 

add valu
e able

 

nei
gh

bo
urs

 to
 

bui
ld upo
n wha
t they
 

have
 

rec
eiv

ed from
 

oth
ers

. with
 the 

opt
ion

 to
 

keep
 

Af
rica

n 

Ph
ila

nth
rop

y and 
So

cia
l 

Inv
est

me
nt 

(CA
PSI

). Af
ric

an 

Ph
ila

nth
ro

py
 

Ne
tw

ork
 

(AP
N), 

Tr
us

tA
fri

ca
, and the 

Ce
ntr

e on
 

co
m

un
ity

 of
 

res
ea

rch
ers

, 

ac
tiv

ist
s, and 

or
ga

nis
ati

on
s such

 as
 

the 

Ore
r the pas
t two 

de
ca

de
s, she has 

wo
rke

d thr
op

y and 

a 
co

ns
ult

an
t and 

res
ea

rch
er on

 
ph

ila
nth

ro
py

 in
 

Afr
ica

. 

Ma
hom

ed 

is
 

now 

a 
Tr

ust
Af

ric
a 

Sen
ior

 

Fel
low

 on
 

Afr
ica

n 

Phi
lan

 

Za
nz

ib
ar

. 
of

 
con

sta
ntl

y 

see
kin

g 

fun
din

g from
 

for
eig

n 

sou
rce

s set the tone
 in

 to
 

co
lla

bo
rat

e. The idea
 of

 
lev

era
gin

g 

ex
isti

ng
 

res
ou

rce
s 

ins
tea

d rely
ing

 

mno
re on

 
res

ear
ch and 

wr
itin

g, and 

find
ing

 

inn
ov

ativ
e way
s 

em
ph

asi
sed

 our 

au
the

nti
c 

Afr
ica

n 

val
ues

, 

rec
og

nis
ing

 our 

val
ues

, 

fem
inis

t 

ph
ila

nth
rop

y, and wha
t w

e 
mea

n by
 

shi
ftin

g 

pow
er. 

It
 W

e 

foc
use

d on
 

sys
tem

s 

cha
nge

, 

gre
ate

r 

you
th 

inv
olv

em
ent

, 

exp
ert 

kno
wle

dge
 in

 
the

ir 

live
s. Tha
t is

 
wha

t 

nee
ds to

 
cha

nge
. not don

e 

tog
eth

er with
 the 

co
nst

itu
en

ts in
 

the 
pro

jec
t who have

 look
s like
, and wha
t the rule
s of

 
the 

gam
e are.

 AIl 
tho

se 

thin
gs are 

usu
ally

 still
 

dec
ide

s wha
t the 

wha
t is

 
giv

en t
o 

them
. 

as
su

m
pt

io
n tha

t 

they
 

do
n't exi
st or

 
hold

 any real
 

val
ue.

 Sw
ept 

und
er the 

um
bre

lla 

of
 

'inf
orm

al 

eco
nom

y: This
 

lead
s to

 
the thes

e 

eve
ryd

ay form
s of

 
giv

ing
 

don
't 

off
icia

ly 

'co
unt

, they
 are 

un
iqu

e, says
 the 

Ex
ecu

tive
 

Di
rec

tor
 of

 
sGs 

Co
nsu

ltin
g. 

ing 
atm

osp
her

e from
 his 

hom
e in

 
Sou

th 

Afr
ica.

 

This
 

me
etu

p was 

wo
rks

hop
 at

 
the 

con
fer

enc
e in

 
Zan

zib
ar and 

rec
als

 the 
ref

res
h 

Ne
two

rk in
 

Zan
zib

ar in
 

July 202
3. 

Sha
un 

Sam
uel

s also
 

hos
ted

 a 

The
se wer

e 

dis
cus

sed
 

dur
ing

 the East
 

Afr
ica

n 

Ph
ilan

thr
opy

 

whe
n they

 
mov

e 
gra

nts 

a 
littl

e bit 
mno

re 

flex
ible

. 

ove from
 

pro
jec

t 

gra
nts

 to
 

pro
pos

al 

gra
nts

, or
 

mak
e term

 
from

 one year
 to

 
thre

e 

yea
rs. O

r 
they

 call 
it 

'de
col

oni
sin

g mig
ht say 

oka
y, w

e 
are 

shi
ftin

g 

pow
er. 

I am
 

cha
ngi

ng m
y 

gra
nt 

can and 
fem

ini
st 

ph
ila

nth
rop

ies
. 

fram
ew

ork
 and 

gui
din

g 

pri
nci

ple
s for the 

adv
anc

em
ent

 of
 

Pan
-Af

ri 

phi
lan

thro
pic

 

sec
tor.

 The 

obj
ecti

ve 

is
 

to
 

pre
sen

t a 
fres

h 

nar
rati

ve 

col
lab

ora
tive

 

effo
rt to

 
uni

te 

ind
ivid

ual
s in

 
Afr

ica
's civi

l 

soc
iety

 and 

for you
r 

help
. no

w they
 

need
 

mon
ey for the roof

 to
 

com
ple

te the 
pro

jec
t and ask this 

com
mu

nity
 took
 

ma
tter

s into
 its 

han
ds and bui

lt the 
bui

ldin
g, with

 

com
mu

niti
es 

in
 

loca
l 

dev
elo

pm
ent

. For 
ins

tan
ce,

 

they
 can say 

bus
ine

sse
s and 

hig
h-e

nd 

don
ors

 to
 

enc
our

age
 

them
 to

 
co-

inv
est

 

CO
MM

UN
IT

Y 
GIV

ING
 

lau
nc

he
d in

 
Ap

ril 

202
3 and 

is
 a 

fir
st-

of-
its

-ki
nd

 

res
ear

ch
 

85% 

of
 

the 
wo

rld
's tota
l 

GDP
. The 

Gl
ob

al 

Ph
ila

nth
rop

y 

Tra
cke

r 202
3 

rep
res

en
t a 

com
bin

ed 61% of
 

the 
wor

ld 

po
pu

lat
ion

 and 

Tota
l 

cro
ss-

bo
rde

r 

res
ou

rce
s in

 
the 

Glo
bal

 

Ph
ila

nth
rop

y 

Tra
cke

r 

oth
er. One 

pro
ble

ma
tic

 

issu
e 

ph
ila

nth
rop

y over
 the 

oth
er. 

Ra
the

r, it is
 

abo
ut 

rec
og

nis
ing

 and 

na
rra

tiv
e is

 
not 

abo
ut 

do
wn

pla
yin

g one form
 of

 
de

ve
lop

me
nt 

or
 

Bot
h 

Sa
mu

els
 and 

M
ah

om
ed

 

un
de

rs
co

re
 

tha
t 

ch
an

gin
g the 

that
 one 

can
no

t 

cri
tiq

ue
 a 

gift
. 

Ins
tea

d, be
 

gra
tef

ul that
 

som
eth

ing
 

in
 

the 

Ne
the

rla
nd

s, 

'do
n't look

 a 
gift

 
hor

se in
 

the 

mo
uth

, 

me
ani

ng
 mo

del
s of

 
giv

ing
 

that
 are alie

n to
 

the
ir 

rea
liti

es.
 

The
re is

 a 
say

ing
 

de
ve

lop
me

nt,
 

rec
eiv

ers
 

need
 to

 
lear

m to
 

spe
ak the 

lan
gu

age
 and 

Who
 

de
cid

es
 the 

rul
es of

 
the 

ga
me

? T
o 

rec
eiv

e the gift
 of

 

the 
int

egr
ity

 of
 

int
ern

ati
on

al aid is
 

cru
cia

l to
 

serv
ing

 

uni
que

 for
ma

l 

rule
s and 

fra
me

wo
rks

 to
 

qu
ali

fy for 
a 

spe
cif

ic 

gra
nt or

 
cal. 0s

ati
on

s 
mu

st 

me
et 

str
ict

 
bu

re
au

cr
at

ic
 

re
qu

ire
m

en
ts and 

ad
he

re 

to
 

enc
e, 

ec
on

om
ic 

in
ter

es
ts,

 
and 

res
ou

rce
 

ex
pl

oi
ta

tio
n.

 

Af
ric

an
 

org
an 

Ho
we

ver
, it 

ofte
n 

com
es with

 

stri
ng

s 

att
ac

he
d-

po
lit

ica
l 

infl
u 

Alm
ost

 

half
 of

 
all 

glo
bal

 

It's not just
 

abo
ut the 

am
ou

nt of
 

mo
ney

 

sen
t 

bac
k 

'ho
me

, 

dis
cu

ssi
on

s on
 

the 
eff

ec
tiv

en
es

s and 

ne
o-

co
lon

ial
 

tra
ns

fo
rm

ing
 the 

co
nc

ep
t of

 
giv

ing
 is

 
mor

e 

ope
n now
. lt 

alig
ns with

 

Thi
s 

cri
tiq

ue
 is

 
not new

, but the 

wi
nd

ow
 of

 
rec

ep
tiv

en
es

s and 

sig
nii

ca
nt 

fun
ds to

 
the 

co
nti

ne
nt.

 In
 

som
e 

cas
es,

 

such
 as

 

The
se 

co
mm

un
itie

s also
 

hav
e ties to

 
the 

dia
sp

ora
, 

wh
ich

 con 

the 
co

nc
ep

t 

qu
est

ion
s. ls

 
the goal

 of
 

dev
elo

pm
ent

 to
 

bec
om

e 

sel
f-su

f Giv
ing

 for 
a 

mor
e just

 

wo
rld 

is
 a 

fas
cin

ati
ng

 way to
 

exp
lor

e 

eq
uit

ab
le soci

 

the 
ex

isti
ng

 

ph
ila

nth
rop

ic 

sys
tem

, 

ac
kn

ow
led

gin
g how thes
e 

for
eig

n 
do

no
rs 

rat
her

 

than
 

the
ir 

co
ns

tit
ue

nt
s. Thi

s 

allo
ws

 

Afr
ica

n 
th

 
the infu

 

go
ve

rnm
en

ts 

Gr
ass

roo
ts 

org
an

isa
tio

ns
 are also
 

joi
nin

g this
 

pro
ces

s, 

bec
om

 

ofte
n flls
 

sho
rt by

 
lac

kin
g 

co
mm

un
ity

 

ow
ne

rsh
ip and the 

op
po

rtu
 For 

Sam
uel

s, 

tra
dit

ion
al 

ph
ila

nth
rop

y, wh
ile 

we
ll-i

nte
nti

on
ed

, 

com
mu

nit
y 

fou
nd

ati
on

s 

act
ive

ly 

em
po

we
r 

gra
ssr

oo
ts 

com
mu

nit
ies

 

cha
llen

ge 

of
 

fos
ter

ing
 

com
mu

nity
 

ph
ila

nth
rop

y. 

So
uth

ern
 

Afr
ica

n 

fou
nd

ati
on

s, 

dev
elo

pin
g 

sup
por

t 

org
ani

sat
ion

s, and 

add
res

sin
g the 

Sam
uel

s is
 

hig
hly

 

ex
pe

rie
nc

ed
 in

 
est

ab
lis

hin
g 

com
mu

nit
y 

the 
off

spr
ing

. All 

thes
e 

form
s of

 
giv

ing
 en

 

tim
e, 

whi
le 

'uk
usi

sa'
 

des
cri

bes
 the 

tim
e-l

im
ite

d 

len
din

g of
 

cat
tle 

sup
por

t. 

Aar
o' 

refe
rs to

 
poo

led 

lab
our

 

dur
ing

 

har
ves

t or
 

bui
ldin

g like 
un

du
g°'

 and 

uja
ma

a' 

rep
res

ent
 

no
tio

ns of
 

bro
the

rho
od

 and tion
 

sho
uld

 

foc
us on

 
its 

spe
cifi

c 

cul
tur

al 

sha
pes

 and 
for

ms
. 

"W
ord

s The 
wor

ld may have
 

hea
rd of

 
Ub

unt
u, but the 

glo
bal

 

con
ver

sa 

The 

na
rra

tiv
e on

 
the 

val
ue of

 
Af

ric
an 

giv
ing

 is
 

ch
an

gin
g. 

Ha
lim

a 

alo
ng

sid
e 

a 
div

ers
e 

pro
ble

m is, 
wha

t the 
the

ory
 of

 
cha

nge
 'But the 

und
erly

ing
 

sys
tem

 

stay
s the 

sam
e. The 

don
or par
ty 

loc
ally

 

em
bed

ded
 and 

div
ers

e 

Afr
ica

n 

giv
ing

 

tra
dit

ion
s. 

Bec
aus

e 

dis
cou

rse
 on

 

giv
ing

 

fur
the

r 

ma
rgi

nal
ise

, 

ign
ore

, and 
und

ers
tud

y 

.C
olo

nia
lis

m:
 

A
s a 

res
ult,

 

peo
ple 

on
 

the 
rec

eiv
ing

 end ofte
n have

 

littl
e say in

 

i 
the 

dom
ina

nce
 of

 
Ve

ster
n 

som
e 

twe
aks

 to
 

an
 

exi
stin

g 

sys
tem

. 

'Ph
ilan

thr
opi

c 

ins
titu

tio
ns 

T
o be
 

sure
, 

Ma
hom

ed says
 this new 

nar
rat

ive
 is

 
not just abo
ut 

Urg
ent

-Ac
tion

 

Fund
 

Afr
ica,

 and oth
er 

org
ani

sat
ion

s, has 

ini
tiat

ed 

a For ove
r 

a 
yea

r, 

Ma
hom

ed,
 in

 

col
lab

ora
tio

n with
 

Tru
stA

fric
a, 

form
al 

sou
rce

s. 

Co
mm

uni
ty 

fou
nda

tio
ns are 

equ
ipp

ed 

to
 

app
roa

ch thei
r 

ass
ets and to

 
use the
se 

ass
ets 

to
 

lev
era

ge 

giv
ing

 by
 

ver
tica

l, 

pla
ce-

bas
ed.

 

The
y 

focu
s on

 
sup

por
ting

 

com
mu

níti
es 

to
 

unl
ock

 Tha
t is

 
why 

com
mu

nity
 

fou
nda

tion
s are 

im
po

rta
nt 

as
 

they
 are 
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